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Alain Olivier Sept. 1, 1995
Bang Kuang Central Prison
Bangkok, Thailand

Dear Alain,

It's been an awful long time since we last communicated but I must
tell wyou, you haven't been too far from my mind, even after all
these years. I've always looked at your case as an unfinished
investigative story. But it's been hell trying to get anyone
interested in it. I must also tell you that after my story in The
Globe, I've been the subject of some extremely nasty comments from
the boys in red. '
But, hey, that's part of the job.

What I am writing you about is that I am working on a book on
various investigations I've done since becoming a journalist 25
years ago. The last chapter will deal with your case and Operation
Deception. I will be looking at the rationale for the operation
and the RCMP bringing you to Thailand to do a heroin buy.

I've got a copy of the RCMP Public Complaints Commission report and
although it really boils down to a white wash of Operation
Deception, it certainly raises some pretty disturbing gquestions
abou the entire operation. And when you read the report carefully,
the Mounties come out looking either incompetent or very deliberate
in their feeble attempt at making a big time bust in Chaing Mai.
What really intrigued me is this guy Glen Barry which two judges
here in the Wheelihan and Cahill trials labelled as a liar and
cheat. It left me wondering where Bennett, his RCMP handler, was
while he sold drugs on the side and terrorized the people of
Gibsons. And tell me about Michel Beaulieu.

Anyway, the chapter is almost complete, and I wondered if you might
want to write me about your version of events -- other than our
brief interview in 1989 and your comments to the PCC.

What I want to know is the pressure you were under to do this buy?
The mounties say you approached them and you persisted. I wonder
about that. I want to know about your return from Thailand in
December, 1988, in particular your health and state of mind. And
about your contacts with Bennett et al regarding the trip to
Thailand. I also want to know about all your scrambling trying to
find someone to sell you heroin in Chaing Mai. From what I gather,
you really didn't have a connection. You were winging it. I want
to know about the threats to make the deal. The RCMP provided
transcripts of taped conversations with you which sound pretty much
amicable. BUT they admitted that the tape was not always on. Did
you notice a change in conversations at time where they were maybe
curiously nice, and then quite nasty?
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Lastly, I want you to tell me about your trial, especially your
sentencing. How you felt? The judges. The witnesses. What you
were sentenced for and why you pleaded guilty? You weren't caught
with the drugs and there are no conspiracy laws in Thailand, so
what gives? While you were awaiting trial, the RCMP announced you
were charged with dealing heroin in prison, tell me about that.
And what about these "other questions" you did not want to discuss
with the RCMP Public Complaints Commission on the record?

Like I said, I've more or less completed the chapter. The
position I'm taking is that the buy and bust in Chaing mai was
never needed ... that it was an inane venture that ended in a
Mountie's death ... and that the RCMP sucked a known heroin addict
into an absurd and deadly situation. And for what? Absolutely
nothing of any consequence was accomplished and the RCMP have been
running major interference on Deception ever since.

Again, I am interested in more detail from you but I am not
entertaining any deals. Tell me what you can or want to, and I'1ll
include it in the chapter.

By the way, I left The Globe in July, 1990 and now work for the CBC
on an investigate documentary show called: the fifth estate.

You could write to me at: CBC - the fifth estate
P.0. Box 500
Station A
Toronto, Ontario
Canada M5W 1lE6

Yours truly,
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Victor Malarek
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